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Please join us for the New England Chapter ISA Annual 
Conference & Trade Show in the heart of New England at the 
Sheraton Springfield in Springfield, Massachusetts. Featuring 
an all-star line-up of expert speakers including keynote 
Dr. Gary Johnson, University of Minnesota, and three-time 
international tree climbing champion, Mark Chisholm. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
2019 ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
AND TRADE SHOW  
 
October 6-8, 2019 | Sheraton Springfield | Springfield, Massachusetts 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         
 
 

  AGENDA SPONSORS  EXHIBITOR SPACE IS SOLD OUT 
 

 
Pre-conference Events: Combine with Conference Registration or a la carte:

 
TREK DES TREES – Available starting Sunday 10/6 through the end of conference - $25 
 
Sunday, October 6, 2019 

 

8-Noon ISA Certified Arborist, Utility Specialist, Municipal Specialist and Certified Tree Worker 
Written Exam 
 8-Noon First Aid, AED and CPR Certification/Renewal - $75 
 

9-3:00 i-Tree Tools, Applications, and Resources: A Comprehensive Overview - David Bloniarz - 
$35 
 1:30-4:30  Blending Stationary Rope with Moving Rope Techniques for Your Best Climb -  
Mark Chisholm - $15 
 1:30-4:30 Tree Tour Working Together: Springfield's City Trees & Downtown Revitalization -  
Alex Sherman, Gary Johnson, and Nick Brazee - $15 
  

HOTEL:  Sheraton Springfield | Call 413-781-1010 FOR RESERVATIONS 
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PRESIDENT’S LETTER 
By Rick Harper 
 
With a familiar chill in the air and shorter days at hand, we are ever mindful of the recent 
passing of summer and the official onset of autumn. As I’ve visited different regions of the 
U.S. over the years, I’ve been regularly reminded as to how this season makes us the envy 
of so many. Friends and tourists flock from far and wide to see the beautiful oranges, reds, 
purples and yellows that constitute our fall colors. And it’s all thanks to our trees. How 
blessed we are to live in New England!  
 
Over the past year, the roster of NE ISA-sponsored programs and activities has sped by with an incredible 
sense of momentum. Agendas, conference calls, board meetings and travel have all ensured that there has 
never been a dull moment for either myself or our Board of Directors. Together, we have enhanced student 
support by strengthening our scholarships and increasing the ceiling on the Shigo student fund. We have heard 
from you, our members, about enhancements to our newsletter and this fall we will be rolling out a monthly 
members-only e-update that will complement our quarterly newsletter. This resource will help you stay up to 
date on NE ISA-sponsored programs, activities, and news. And for the clothes-shopper in you, custom-
embroidered NE ISA apparel are now available from the folks at Arborwear.   
 
With the addition of new programs in 2019, we’ve continued to bring you 
excellence in continuing education. Registration is well underway and we 
look forward to a great turnout at our annual conference, October 6-8 in 
Springfield, MA. In addition to the all-star line-up of expert speakers, our 
vendors and exhibitors will surely make the 2019 conference an exciting 
experience for everyone. Our pre-conference events that will be taking 
place on Sunday, October 6, will include a day-long i-Tree training with 
experts from the USDA Forest Service and Davey Resource Group, an 
annual First Aid/CPR/AED certification, and our signature arboricultural 
scavenger hunt “Trek des Trees.” On Sunday afternoon, attendees can also 
take advantage of hands-on training at Forest Park in Springfield, with 
three-time international tree climbing champion Mark Chisholm. Departing 
that afternoon from the Sheraton hotel lobby will also be a walking tour of 
newly-revitalized areas of downtown Springfield, led by City Forester Alex 
Sherman, Dr. Gary Johnson, University of Minnesota, and Dr. Nick Brazee, 
UMass Extension. The conference itself will formally commence Sunday 
evening with the President’s Reception with exhibitors, sponsors, and 
members; Monday and Tuesday will feature classroom-style education and 
training with our exiting slate of speakers. Stay in touch on our website 
(https://www.newenglandisa.org/) and be sure to take care of those 
registration details at your earliest convenience! 
 
It has been a pleasure serving as your President for 2019. Over this past 
year, I’ve gotten to know individuals, see places, and have conversations 
that I never would have had. I’ve seen firsthand what volunteer dedication 
and service look like in our industry. I’ve heard how passionately our 
members speak about trees, and about how well we work together as a 
community of individuals to advance a sector that stewards our 
environment in the 21st century. And while I’m tempted to ask, “where 
does the time go?” I’m quickly reminded of folks that have remarked to me 
how life itself – let alone a single year – can be so very fleeting. So with 
more months behind us in 2019 than ahead, take a moment out of your 
schedule today to look back on the events of the past 12 months in your 
own life and ask “what did I do well?” and “what could I have improved 
upon?” as we begin to look forward to 2020. Also, ask yourself what ISA 
means to you and how you can get involved and further strengthen your 
local chapter right here in New England. Happy Fall, everyone! 
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Consulting●Education●Management●Tree Care 
  
Dave Hawkins, Consulting Arborist 
Over 40 Years Experience in Arboriculture 
  
• Mass. Certified Arborist MCA #1425  
• ISA Board Certified Master Arborist NE-0541-B 
• RI Licensed Arborist #696 
• American Society of Consulting Arborists, Member 
• Mass. Tree Wardens and Foresters Assn. 
      Executive Board Member; Secretary 
• Tree Care Industry Association, Member 
  
154 Buffam Road, Pelham, Massachusetts 
(413) 253-4266 office    (413) 237-5106 mobile 
Email: dhawkufs@comcast.net   www .ufstrees.com  

mailto:juliemcoop@gmail.com
mailto:juliemcoop@gmail.com
mailto:dhawkufs@comcast.net
http://www.ufstrees.com/


NEW ENGLAND ISA NEWSLETTER FALL  2 0 19  

: heather@newenglandisa.org  
: 978-844-0441 

4 
 

Restoring the American Elm: Perspectives of an Undergraduate 
Researcher  
By Tara M. McElhinney and Rick W. Harper 
 
American elm (Ulmus americana) has long been an important symbol of the 
North American landscape and was at one time widely planted as an urban 
tree. With the successive introductions of Dutch elm disease (Ophiostoma 
ulmi and Ophiostoma novo-ulmi) (DED), commencing in Ohio in 1930, 
populations of this native tree have since drastically declined. The absence 
of this tree has created a gap in native forests while also posing challenges 
to urban forest managers throughout Massachusetts and North America. In 
January 2016 and April 2018, U. americana seed obtained from the USDA 
Forest Service research station in Delaware, OH, was germinated in the 
UMass-Amherst College of Natural Sciences greenhouse by undergraduate 
students in the UMass Arboriculture/Urban Forestry program (see photo 1). These elms represent crosses of 
numerous U. americana varieties that have already demonstrated high levels of DED resistance, based on 
previous inoculation trials. This research has helped spur continuing optimism that this iconic tree species may 
once again be restored to New England landscapes. This project has also provided students with the opportunity 
to contribute to research that may one day make a difference directly in their own community. – RWH 
 

My name is Tara McElhinney (pic 2) and I have been working as an undergraduate student-researcher at UMass 
Amherst with UMass Inventory Arborist Chris Copeland, Dr. Nick Brazee, and Professor Rick Harper. As part of 
my role in the ongoing American elm restoration research, I learned first how to select strong, healthy saplings 
(pic 3) that had been germinated (pic 4) by UMass Urban Forestry students. I then learned about proper 
planting protocols, as I assisted with the installation of ~200 of these experimental saplings in our 1-acre 
research plot in Dakin Field, at the UMass Agricultural Learning Center (pic above). After planting, I learned 
about regular tree maintenance practices and had the chance to mulch, weed, prune, and install tree guards. 
Many factors worked against us as these trees were establishing, including browsing deer, Japanese beetles 
(pic. 5), and seemingly ever-present gypsy moth (pic. 6). Though it was hard work, I found it to be very 
rewarding to be able to see the small elm trees that I had planted starting to establish and develop into larger 
specimens. 
 

I have assisted with data collection regarding germination rates and growth rates of the varieties of American 
elm that we planted. It is our hope that this data will allow us to better determine which cultivars perform best 
in terms of survivability and resilience. We will also be sending this data back to the USDA Forest Service 
researchers who provided us with the original seed, to help inform their work as well. As we continue to study 
these trees, we hope to determine their compatibility with harsh urban environments, to help inform 
commercial growers, urban foresters, arborists, and the general public about selecting better-performing 
American elm cultivars.  
 

I consider myself lucky to be a part of this research that could help change the direction of tree selection 
practices in the urban forest environment. The American elm has long been a prominent part of our cultural and 
environmental history. It has been revered by Native Americans, colonists, and notable figures like Oliver 
Wendell Holmes and Henry David Thoreau. Affectionately known as the “tree of the republic,” the American elm 
occupies a special place in hearts of the American people, and especially so in Massachusetts, where it was 
adopted as our official state tree in 1941. I hope one day that this elegant, resilient tree known for its graceful 
form and aesthetic charm will once again line our streets, parks, and roadways. 
 

Pictures:  
1) UMass CNS Greenhouse 
2) Tara McElhinney 
3) Elm saplings in the Greenhouse 

4) Germinated elm seed 
5) Japanese beetles on elm 
6) Gypsy moth on elm 

 
Acknowledgements: We would like to thank Chris Copeland, Dr. Nick Brazee and specialists at the USDA Forest 
Service Elm Research Lab, Delaware OH. 
   

Elm seedlings at Dakin Field 
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New England ISA Members Represent in Knoxville  
Big showing for UMass Faculty and Students at the ISA Annual Conference 
 
Two University of Massachusetts, Amherst faculty and three students were 
recognized at the International Society of Arboriculture’s annual conference, 
which was held in August in Knoxville, Tennessee.   
 
Massachusetts Arborists Association Professor Brian Kane received the ISA 
President’s Award in honor “of his devotion and contributions to the 
development of ISA and arboriculture across the world.” Extension Associate 
Professor, Rick Harper, received the Early-Career Scientist Award, which is 
given to “individuals who show exceptional promise, with high potential to 
become an internationally-recognized scientist.” 
 

Three students were also recognized at 
the ISA conference. ISA selects up to 
ten student ambassadors to attend the 
conference free of charge and covers travel 
costs. Graduate student, Ryan Fawcett, and 
undergraduate, A.J. Elton, were both 
selected and attended the conference, 
including a special welcome session for 
students. In addition, graduate student Jamie 
Lim presented her thesis research on tree 
worker safety standards from around the 
world during the conference, and it was 
received enthusiastically, with many 
attendees asking questions about her work. 
 

Asked to sum up UMass participation at the conference, Professor Kane noted that, “UMass – Amherst has 
a long tradition of educating students and professionals in Arboriculture and Urban Forestry. Our program 
continues to demonstrate excellence in students and faculty, who work hard every day to help 
professionals (and future professionals) manage shade trees safely and effectively.”  
    

 
CoR Corner  
CoR Representative: Anne-Marie Moran anne.moran@nationalgrid.com  
 
Greetings Everyone! I attended the annual ISA Council of Representatives (CoR) meeting in Knoxville, TN 
on August 14th. There were 31 Component/Chapter Representatives, 8 ISA BoD members, and 3 ISA 
Staffers present at the meeting. After a fun ice breaker, we got down to work.  

Mike Watson led a discussion on tips for CoR participation, specifically geared towards newer CoR 
members and reminded everyone about the importance of sharing information with other component 
leaders, participating in the scheduled teleconferences, and attending the CoR annual meetings. 

I “threw my hat in” to be a candidate for one of this year’s two CoR Executive Committee (EC) vacancies. 
All the candidates did a brief introduction to the group and then a vote by ballot was taken. Once counted, 
it was announced that Kimberly Pearson (Florida) and myself were voted in as the two new CoR EC 
members for a two-year term! 

 

Rick Harper 

Brian Kane Jamie Lim 
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CoR Corner (Cont’d) 
 
Caitlyn Pollihan, ISA executive director, gave an update and overview of all the “goings on” at the new ISA 
Headquarters in Atlanta. Staff are all settling in and finally getting caught up on tasks like assigning CEUs 
and tallying of individuals’ CEUs toward their certifications, among many other things.  

I will be attending the ISA Leadership Conference in Atlanta in October as a CoR EC member for an EC 
meeting as well as the conference and headquarters tour, so I hope to get some first-hand knowledge of 
how things are going there. 

All attendees participated in four sets of roundtable discussions about challenges, strategies, and best 
practices related to each chosen topic. There were 9 topics to choose from as follows: 

ISA-centric topics - 

• How ISA can become more international 
• How ISA reaches the public 
• How ISA increases awareness of the profession 
• ISA collaborative efforts with government entities and large 

corporations 

Component operations topics – 

• Membership/marketing 
• Technology 
• Education and events 
• Public outreach 
• Safety 

These topics brought about some great discussions. Lots of notes 
were taken and will be shared amongst the group with the potential 
to create actionable items and additional discussion points for the 
greater CoR group. 

Please feel free to reach out to me with any questions or concerns. Have a wonderful fall & see you all at 
our Chapter meeting!  

 
REPORTS & NEWS 

 
CONNECTICUT:  Ken Placko kcplacko@hotmail.com  
Knock on wood, this has been a mild summer with only few really hot days. The limited pest 
damage is done for the most part. Thanks to the watchful eye of the Connecticut Agricultural 

Experiment Station in New Haven, even the gypsy moth numbers are way down. This is due to the 
number of wet springs we’ve had in the past years and the fungus that controls them. The two-lined 
chestnut borer populations also appear to be in-check. On the other hand, the problem with the emerald 
ash borer appears to be rampant throughout the state and scientists from the lab feel the borer might 
have reached its peak in certain areas.  
 

One more issue researchers are keeping their eyes on is beech leaf disease. Just as the name implies, it 
attacks fleshy part of the leaf and has been spotted in the southwest corner of the state. Anybody seeing 
something strange happening to their beech trees you should contact Dr. Bob Marra at the Agricultural 
Experiment station. 

 
     

      
     
    
    
    
      
      

 
          
         
        
        

 
       

 
          

     
          

 
          

    
      
       

    
 

NEC-ISA Website Tip 
Looking for organizations or 
resources in your state? 
 

Check out resources we have 
posted on our website: 
https://newenglandisa.org/resources 
 

Information is listed by state, 
with regional and national 
resources posted under “Other” 
and a section of Student 
Resources 
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CT Cont’d 
 
The Connecticut Tree Protective Association is seeking applicants for their 2020 Arborist Scholarship. A 
$2,000 scholarship is being offered to an undergraduate student who is a resident of Connecticut and 
studying urban forestry or arboriculture. Applications are due December 1, 2019. Contact info@CTPA.org. 
 

Around Thanksgiving, the CT Tree Wardens Association donates and plants a tree in a Connecticut town to 
promote and raise awareness of the importance of trees and to add value to the community. This year a 
redbud will be planted in Wethersfield. The event will take place on Wednesday, November 6th at 11:00 
am at old Wethersfield historical downtown.   
 

The Connecticut Tree Wardens Association is also sponsoring a workshop on “Tree Appraisal for 
Government Agencies.” The speaker will be Mark Duntemann and will be held on Friday, October 11 at the 
Session Woods WMA in Burlington, CT. For more information on these last two items you can contact 
info@CTreewardens.org. 

 
 
MAINE: Mike Hughes hughesarborandlandmgmt@gmail.com 

 
Maine arborists have enjoyed a very busy year thus far. For those engaged in Plant Health Care (PHC), the 
season has seen tremendous efforts to contain—what was anticipated to be—an unprecedented population 
of the browntail moth. New and seasoned applicators were purchasing injection kits in record numbers. 
Old spray rigs capable of placing the material 80’ in the canopy were being purchased, cleaned-up, and 
pressed back into service. My own company purchased an old FMC Rotomist to be ready for the onslaught 
of browntails. Applications were applied and the trees looked great—but wait—didn't the untreated trees 
look almost just as good?! Yup. The relentless May rains took their toll by causing a bacterium which 
wiped out the tightly-packed BTM colonies (think tent caterpillar). They all died. We shall see the long-
term effects of nature’s controls on the BTM. As for EAB, we shall also have to be ready…and very soon. 

 
 
MASSCHUSETTS Jonathan Webb jwebb@mountauburn.org  

In many arboriculture job descriptions, it states that arborists must be able to work in extreme weather 
conditions. Well this summer has turned out to put that to the test. Massachusetts had a number of 
challenging weather scenarios from heat waves to thunderstorms and even tornados. According to 
meteorologists, July has been the hottest month on record dating 
back to 1872. The month of July featured the highest number of 
70+ degree nights every recorded in the city of Boston, beating 
the record set last year. With all of the warm nights, it also 
created the warmest monthly average of any month on record. 
 

A few severe storms in the Cape Cod area caused three tornados 
to touch down. According to the National Weather Service, two 
were rated EF1 with a maximum wind speed of 110MPH. The 
NWS reported there were pockets of EF1 damage in both 
Yarmouth and Harwich as well as straight line wind damage. 
The greatest amount of damage occurred in Harwich. The 
storms left more than 50,000 customers without power on 
Cape Cod and Martha’s Vineyard, according to the Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency, 
several pine trees were snapped off at the base and many other trees uprooted. Governor Charlie Baker 
activated the National Guard to help with the cleanup. Up to 500 guardsmen were deployed. Like other 
storms with downed power lines and twisted treetops, it was a very hazardous working situation. 

Damage from tornado on Lovers Lane in Harwich (Image 
credit Ken MacLeod/WBZ) 
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NEW HAMPSHIRE: Lucas Beane lbeane@lucastree.com 

Fall is an exciting time of year for those of us who admire and work with trees and forests. The following 
information is just a small sample of some of the highlights on what is going on in New Hampshire in the 
upcoming months and the forest health issues that we are watching. 
 
Forest Action Plan 
As we draw closer to the end of 2019, the Department of Natural and Cultural Resources in New 
Hampshire will begin the process of reassessing the statewide Forest Action Plan for New Hampshire. The 
Forest Action Plan, “assesses current forest conditions and trends, identifies threats and concerns, 
establishes priorities, and provides strategies for addressing these.”  These are 10-year plans; the 
previous plan, from 2010, expires at the close of 2019. The DNCR encourages all stakeholders with an 
interest in the future health of New Hampshire’s forests to take a moment to participate in the survey at 
the link: https://unh.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_2nTEb1bLNaIDBWJ. 
 
Forest Health 

New Hampshire Forest and Lands has recently posted that they are currently watching 
three forest health related issues. The first, which has been reported in southern NH is pip 
gall wasps. This is a rare but native pest that inserts a tooth or wedge-shaped gall 
between the acorn and cap on oak trees that contain the wasp’s larvae. This may cause 
acorns to drop prematurely and increased sap. The state asks that if you see signs of an 
outbreak to please report it.  The other two issues being monitored are oak wilt and of 
course Asian longhorned beetle. Neither have been found in New Hampshire yet, but oak 

wilt outbreaks have been found as close as New York and Asian 
longhorned beetle outbreaks have been found in MA.   

 
Upcoming Events   
October 5th, 2019 – Kimball Wildlife Forest Celebration and Tour – 
2355 Lake Shore Rd., Gilford, NH – this event will feature many guest 
speakers from the DNR and the UNH Coop Ext. regarding the various 
management techniques that have occurred on this parcel of land: 
https://extension.unh.edu/events/outstanding-tree-farm-year-kimball-wildlife-forest-celebration-and-tour 
 
October 2019 – Likely New Hampshire’s most celebrated times of year is 
October when foliage is at its peak.  During this time there are dozens of fall 
foliage festivals and fairs that cover the state to admire this spectacle.  Events 
have been scheduled in every corner of the state including Waterville Valley, 
Lincoln, Warner, Newbury, Deerfield, and more. For a full listing of these events 
and to find one near you, please check out the listing found in NH magazine at 
the link: https://www.nhmagazine.com/fall-and-foliage-festivals-in-nh/. 

 
February 14th and 15th, 2020 – New Hampshire Farm and Forest Exposition – Double Tree by Hilton, 
Downtown Manchester – this event will have many vendors, exhibits, and educational lessons including 
management techniques to improve habitat for pollinators: https://www.nhfarmandforestexpo.org/.  
 
I hope everyone has an enjoyable fall here in New England and I wish all our arborists and foresters a safe 
and prosperous remainder of 2019. 
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RHODE ISLAND: Scott Wheeler swheeler@cityofnewport.com  
 

Robert “Lou” Allard is excited to be joining the RIDEM Division of Forest Environment. (Lou joined in 
September.) Lou previously worked for the Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation on 
the Greening the Gateway Cities Program, coordinating tree planting programs for energy conservation in 
the cities of Fall River and New Bedford, MA. He has also worked for DCR on the Asian Longhorned Beetle 
Cooperative Eradication Program in Boston and Worcester and has an M.S. in Applied Ecology and 
Conservation Biology from Frostburg State University in Maryland. Lou is passionate about sharing the 
benefits of urban tree plantings and looks forward to working to advance the goals of RI’s Urban and 
Community Forestry Program.  
 
A total of 107 saplings were installed in three Rhode Island communities under a Set-Back Tree Planting 
Program organized and administered by the RI Tree Council in 2019. The tree plantings occurred in 
residential neighborhoods of Cranston (37 trees), Warwick (40 trees) and Narragansett (30 trees). This 
was the 4th year the Tree Council has run the program, according to its technical advisor, John Campanini.  
“Most communities want to plant trees but they just lack the labor force and technical resources to get the 
job done. Plus, they don’t want to deal with future tree maintenance,” he explained. Under the program, 
only large growing shade trees are used. They are planted on private property where there is ample soil 
volume to accommodate their future growth. For more information on the Set-Back Tree Planting 
Program, visit www.ritree.org.    

mailto:juliemcoop@gmail.com
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THE TREE FUND UPDATE 
By Heather Leff 
 
TREE Fund is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization that supports scientific discovery 
and dissemination of new knowledge in arboriculture and urban forestry.  
 
TREE Fund has awarded nearly $4.0 million in grants since 2002 (including to 
researchers here in New England) for: 

• Scientific research on urban trees 
• Education programs related to trees 
• Scholarships for aspiring tree care professionals 

 
Tour des Trees 

• Our 2018 Tour des Trees riders and teams raised over 
$340,000 to support new research awards, payments 
on prior multi-year grants, and future grants from the 
endowment. 

 
How Can YOU Help? 

• Attend the NEC-ISA conference and purchase a 
bandana for the Heads or Tails TREE Fund fundraiser 

• Participate in and promote the webinar series.  
• November 19 at 2:00 pm (Eastern) Dr. Kathleen Wolf, University of Washington Health 

Benefits of City Trees: Research Evidence and Economic Values  
• January 14, 2020 at 2:00 pm (Eastern) Dr. Bryant Scharenbroch, University of Wisconsin - 

Stevens Point Soil Assessment for Urban Trees 
• Subscribe to TREE Press and share widely 
• Become a TREE Fund business partner or individual donor 

 
  

2019 Tour des Trees riders  
(Photo by Coleman Camp) 

mailto:juliemcoop@gmail.com
mailto:juliemcoop@gmail.com
https://treefund.org/
https://treefund.org/webinars
https://treefund.org/newsletter
https://treefund.org/ways-to-give
https://treefund.org/
https://treefund.org/tourdestrees/tour-photos
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Planting for Resilience: Selecting Urban Trees in Massachusetts 
 
The new street tree selection guide, ‘Planting for 
Resilience: Selecting Urban Trees in 
Massachusetts,’ has been produced by the 
Department of Environmental Conservation and 
the Center for Agriculture Food and the 
Environment, at the University of Massachusetts 
Amherst. The guide was authored by graduate 
researcher, Ashley M. McElhinney, and Extension 
Associate Professor of Urban and Community 
Forestry, Dr. Richard W. Harper. It is designed to 
function as a key resource for anyone interested 
in selecting and planting a tree in Massachusetts 
(with application for those planting elsewhere in 
New England)– tree wardens, urban foresters, 
professional arborists, volunteers that work with 
urban trees, and private residents. 
 
The guide aims to provide the information 
necessary to more confidently choose which tree 
species is best for a planting site, employing the 
“right tree, right place” approach. Proactive planning is a critical strategy to creating and maintaining a 
healthy, diverse urban forest, that ranges from the downtown urban core, to parks and greenways, to private 
properties. Trees growing in urban areas are becoming increasingly important in maintaining and protecting 
human and environmental health in the face of urbanization and global climate change. 
 
This guide outlines the characteristics and attributes of each of its tree species, detailing ornamental traits and 
site preferences. It also includes observations regarding tolerance to adverse conditions often found in urban 
environments, and information relative to climate change adaptability.  
 
Profiles for nearly 80 recommended tree species are included, ranging from native trees found commonly 
grown and planted in Massachusetts, to non-native trees adept for tough urban environments. A critical 
objective of this guide is to encourage diversity among urban trees at the time of selection and planting. 
 
A two-part resource featuring both a video tutorial discussion of the guide and a free downloadable version of 
the guide (pdf), has also been made available in the ‘Lecture’ section at the www.urbanforestrytoday.org/ 
website. Certified arborists that view the tutorial and download the guide may obtain continuing education 
credits (1.0 ISA CEUs & 0.5 MCA credits). 
 
*** 
 

Ashley M. McElhinney, M.S., is a graduate of the Department of Environmental Conservation, University of 
Massachusetts, Amherst, MA.  
 

Richard W. Harper, Ph.D., is the Extension Associate Professor of Urban & Community Forestry, Department of 
Environmental Conservation, University of Massachusetts, Amherst, MA. 
 

The authors gratefully acknowledge the support and expertise of Gwendolyn Stoll and Professors Bethany 
Bradley, Ph.D., and Mandy Bayer, Ph.D. 
 

This work was supported by the USDA National Institute of Food and Agriculture – McIntire Stennis Project # 
34, Accession #1014171. This reference was funded in part by the USDA Forest Service through the 
Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation Urban & Community Forestry Program. The 
University of Massachusetts is an equal opportunity provider. 

mailto:juliemcoop@gmail.com
mailto:juliemcoop@gmail.com
http://www.urbanforestrytoday.org/lectures.html
http://nebula.wsimg.com/a2e55d13e8fda042c126aa63287648a5?AccessKeyId=A146045A33CB9AB2E53F&disposition=0&alloworigin=1
http://nebula.wsimg.com/a2e55d13e8fda042c126aa63287648a5?AccessKeyId=A146045A33CB9AB2E53F&disposition=0&alloworigin=1
http://www.urbanforestrytoday.org/
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NEWS FROM ISA 
 

Call for Submissions — ISA’s Arborist News Seeks Articles 
ISA’s educational periodical Arborist News seeks articles to be considered for publication in upcoming issues. 
Articles should be submitted via email to the editorial office at editor@isa-arbor.com. Feature articles range 
between 1500 to 2000 words; shorter articles range between 500 to 1000 words. Images are encouraged. For 
more information about submission guidelines and the review process, please contact the editorial office 

 
North American Tree Climbing Competition  
The North American Tree Climbing Competition (NATCC) is coming up in San Diego, California. Join us October 
11-13, 2019 at Balboa Park and witness an exciting display of performance excellence and safe tree climbing 
practices. To learn more about NATCC and other upcoming competitions please visit the website. 

 

HIGH SCHOOL & COLLEGE STUDENTS 
 

DO YOU KNOW ABOUT THE SHIGO STUDENT SUPPORT FUND? 
The purpose of the fund is to provide grants to students endeavoring to deepen their 

knowledge of arboriculture through participation in conferences, workshops, and other 
events - up to $400 per request. 

 
DO YOU KNOW STUDENTS ATTEND OUR ANNUAL CONFERENCE FOR FREE? 

AND You can use the Shigo Student Support Fund to help pay for travel costs.  
It’s a no-brainer REGISTER TODAY! 

 
DO YOU KNOW WE HAVE THREE  STUDENT SCHOLARSHIPS? 

GET CASH FOR COLLEGE • EACH AWARD IS $2,500 
YES, HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS CAN APPLY  

 
CHECK OUT ADDITIONAL STUDENT RESOURCES: 

https://newenglandisa.org/resources  
 

 
 

mailto:juliemcoop@gmail.com
mailto:juliemcoop@gmail.com
mailto:editor@isa-arbor.com
mailto:editor@isa-arbor.com
https://www.itcc-isa.com/events/regional/natcc
https://www.newenglandisa.org/membership/grants-scholarships
https://www.newenglandisa.org/events/2019-annual-conference-trade-show
https://www.newenglandisa.org/resources/grants-scholarships
https://www.newenglandisa.org/events/2019-annual-conference-trade-show
https://newenglandisa.org/resources/grants-scholarships
https://newenglandisa.org/resources
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2019 OFFICERS 
 

PRESIDENT – Rick Harper 
rharper@eco.umass.edu 
 
PRESIDENT-ELECT – Heather Green 
heather.green.94@gmail.com 
 
VICE-PRESIDENT – Sara Sankowich 
sankowich@unitil.com   
 
PAST PRESIDENT – Greg Lukos 
glukos@hvmaster.com  
 
TREASURER – Dean Charter 
dean_charter@verizon.net  
 
SECRETARY – Mollie Freilicher 
secretary@newenglandisa.org  
 
ISA CoR REPRESENTATIVE –  
Anne-Marie Moran 
anne.moran@nationalgrid.com  
 
CERTIFICATION LIAISON –  
Julie Coop julie.coop@mass.gov   
 
CONNECTICUT REP – Ken Placko 
kcplacko@hotmail.com  
 
MAINE REP – Mike Hughes  
hughesarborandlandmgmt.com  
 
MASSACHUSETTS REP – Jonathan 
Webb jwebb@mountauburn.org 
 
NEW HAMPSHIRE REP – Lucas Beane  
lbeane@lucastree.com 
 
RHODE ISLAND REP – Scott Wheeler 
swheeler@cityofnewport.com  
  
VERMONT REP – Kevin Shrader 
bandkshr@comcast.net  
 
TCC CHAIRPERSON – Bruce Duffy 
arboristbduffy@gmail.com   
 
TREE FUND LIAISON –  
Chris Donnelly 
chris.donnelly@ct.gov 
 
 
 

NEWSLETTER EDITORS –  
Mollie Freilicher & Heather Leff 
 
PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTEES - 
Kristina Bezanson 
kbezanson@umass.edu 
 
Dave Lefcourt 
dlefcourt@cambridgema.gov 
 
Doak Marasco 
doak.marasco@davey.com  
 
John Parry 
jparry@fs.fed.us 
 
Brian Salas 
brian.salas@eversource.com 
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR - Heather Leff 
heather@newenglandisa.org 
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mailto:dean_charter@verizon.net
mailto:secretary@newenglandisa.org
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mailto:jhanisko@lucastree.com
mailto:bandkshr@comcast.net
mailto:arboristbduffy@gmail.com
mailto:chris.donnelly@ct.gov
mailto:dlefcourt@cambridgema.gov
mailto:doak.marasco@davey.com
mailto:jparry@fs.fed.us
mailto:brian.salas@eversource.com
mailto:heather@newenglandisa.org
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FULL TIME TREE CLIMBER 
Southbury, CT 

 

 ARBORIST SUPPLY SPECIALIST 
N. Attleboro, MA 

 

 ASSISTANT CITY ARBORIST 
Cambridge, MA 

 
Heritage Village Master Association in 
Southbury, CT is seeking a full-time tree climber 
with 1 to 3 years climbing experience, HS 
diploma, and valid driver’s license. Pesticide 
applicators certification within 1 yr. Applicant 
must have knowledge and skill in roping, 
rigging, removal & trimming. Year-round position 
including varying snow removal assignments. 
Candidates must be committed to high standard 
of safety and workmanship.  Excellent benefits 
package, medical, dental & 401K. Send 
resumes: 719 East Hill Rd. Southbury, CT 
06488, or email hparks@hvmaster.com 

 Shelter Tree is seeking a full-time Arborist 
Supply Specialist to work in the North 
Attleboro, Massachusetts retail store 
location. The ideal candidate will provide 
superior customer service and technical 
support. The candidate will have a 
thorough understanding of tree care and 
arborist products. To apply please submit a 
resume outlining work experience, 
education, and training to  
sallyc@sheltertree.com.   

 The City of Cambridge is seeking an 
assistant city arborist. Among other duties 
the role will, under the direction of the 
Superintendent of Forestry and 
Landscapes, help manage the maintenance 
and care of nearly 19,000 municipal trees, in 
public ways, parks, playgrounds, 
cemeteries, squares, plazas, medians, and 
public building grounds; monitor the 
activities related to planting, watering, 
pruning, pest control, removal, and storm 
response. To apply go to 
https://www2.cambridgema.gov/viewjoblistin
g.cfm?Job_ID=2287  

ARBORISTS 
Various locations 

 

 FOREMEN (DISTRIBUTION) 
Various ME locations 

 
 

 ARBORIST 
Lexington, MA 

 
 

Lucas Tree Experts, a leader in the tree care 
industry, is looking for motivated individuals to 
join their team as arborists. 
https://www.lucastree.com/join/currentopenings/ 

 Lucas Tree Experts, a leader in the tree 
care industry, is looking for motivated 
individuals to join their team as Foremen 
various Maine locations. Apply: 
https://www.lucastree.com/join/currentopen
ings/ 

 The Town of Lexington, MA has an opening 
in the Forestry Division for an Arborist. 
Please submit Town Application form 
(required) to Town Manager’s Office, 1625 
Massachusetts Ave., Lexington, MA 02420. 
For the required application form and job 
description, email jobs@lexingtonma.gov or 
download from www.lexingtonma.gov or call 
Human Resources Dept at 781-698-4590 

LABORER 
Lexington, MA 

 
 

 CONSULTING UTILITY FORESTER 
Various Locations | New England 

 
 

 CLIMBING ARBORIST CREW 
LEADER 

Concord, MA
 

The Town of Lexington, MA has an opening 
for a Laborer. Please submit Town Application 
form (required) to Town Manager’s Office, 1625 
Massachusetts Ave., Lexington, MA 02420. For 
the required application form and job 
description, email jobs@lexingtonma.gov or 
download from www.lexingtonma.gov or call 
Human Resources Dept at 781-698-4590 

 ACRT is seeking a Consulting Utility 
Forester. Apply at www.careers.acrt.com  

 Davey Tree Expert, Co. is seeking a 
Climbing Arborist Crew Leader for their 
Concord, MA, location. Go to 
http://www.davey.com/davey-tree-careers/ 
to apply. 

ARBORIST 
TREE & SHRUB PRUNER 

MEDFIELD, MA 
 

 CLIMBER, PLANT HEALTHCARE 
TECH & GROUND WORKER 

Peterborough, NH 
 

 UTILITY VEGETATION 
MANAGEMENT JOBS 

Various new England locations 
 

Lueders Tree & Landscape, Inc. located in 
Medfield, MA has an opportunity for an Arborist/ 
Tree & Shrub Pruner and a Tree & Shrub pruner 
crew leader. Email: careers@luedersco.com OR 
Call: Connie (508) 359-9905 x-128 

 Broad Oak Tree and Shrub Care, Inc. is 
seeking a Climber, a Plant Healthcare 
Technician, and a Ground Worker. For 
more information call or email. 603-673-
1513 mailto:grow@broadoaktree.com 

 Davey Resource Group is seeking Utility 
Vegetation Management personnel. Apply 
at www.Jobs.Davey.com   

NEW ENGLAND JOB OPPORTUNITIES  

mailto:juliemcoop@gmail.com
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mailto:sallyc@sheltertree.com
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mailto:grow@broadoaktree.com
http://www.jobs.davey.com/


NEW ENGLAND ISA NEWSLETTER FALL  2 0 19  

: heather@newenglandisa.org  
: 978-844-0441 

20 
 

AREA ISA CERTIFICATION EXAMS 
Date  Location City, State 
Oct 18 (Deadline 10/2) UMaine  Orono, ME 
Dec 6  (Deadline 11/18) UMaine  Orono, ME 
Dec 12  (Deadline 11/22) Elm Bank Wellesley, MA 
 
For information and scheduling of ISA 
exams in New England, contact Julie Coop 
at julie.coop@mass.gov.  
 

IMPORTANT 2019/2020  
NEW ENGLAND CHAPTER DATES 

 
 

October 6-8 – New England ISA Annual 
 Conference & Trade Show 

 

October 6-8 -  Trek des Trees 
 

October 6 –  CPR, First Aid, & AED 
 
October 6 –  i-Tree Tools, Applications, & 

Resources 
 

October 6 –  Tree Tour – Springfield’s City 
Trees & Downtown Revitalization 

 

October 6 – Climbing with Mark Chisholm - 
Blending Stationary Rope with Moving 
Rope Techniques for Your Best Climb 

 

January 6-8, 2020 -  ISA Tree Risk Assessment 
            Qualification 

 

January 9, 2020 –     ISA Tree Risk Assessment 
            Qualification RENEWAL 

 
 

 
FALL HAPPENINGS (EARN CEUs) 
For complete listing & for more detailed 
information, visit our CALENDAR at 
www.newenglandisa.org/events  

 
Oct 9  TickTalk FREE Webinar   
 
Oct 11 Invasive Insect Certification Program - UMass 
 
Oct 12 Wilcox Park Tree Tour (Free) 
 
Oct 25-26 Tree Steward Training – MA DCR 
 
Oct 26 New Hampshire Arborists Association Fall 

Workday 
 
Oct 29 Safety Saves Demo Day – Elm Bank, MAA 
 
Oct 30 SAF National Convention - Louisville, KY 
 
Nov 7 TCIA Expo - Pittsburgh, PA 
 
Nov 18-19 Society of Municipal Arborists Annual Meeting 

Cleveland, OH  
 
Nov 19 MAA Annual Meeting - Framingham, MA 
 
Nov 19 TREE Fund Webinar (Free) 
 
Nov 20-21 Partners in Community Forestry Conference – 

Cleveland, OH 
 
 
 

 
 

NEC-ISA 
P.O. Box 435 
Norwell, MA 02061 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WHEN & WHERE  
Upcoming Calendar Events 
 

Newsletter Articles 
We are always looking for stories and articles from you (500 words) and if selected, 

you could receive $100 as a thank you.  Contact Heather Leff to find out more. 
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